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SITKA SOUND HERRING FISHERY UPDATE #6 

Sitka…. An aerial survey was conducted today covering Sitka Sound from Biorka Island to Krestof 

Sound. Weather during today’s flight was good with south winds at 5-10 knots and overcast skies. No 

herring or herring spawn was observed on today’s flight. The highest concentration of herring predators 

has moved over to the Kruzof Island shoreline between Inner Point and Hayward Strait, where numerous 

whales were seen working the edge of the deeper waters and several large groups of sea lions were 

observed in open water near the whales. Predators remain in the Bieli Rock area but not in concentrations 

observed in previous flights.  The sea lion haul-out near Biorka Island still had approximately 250 sea 

lions, suggesting some herring are still in the deeper waters outside of Sitka Sound. No test fish vessels 

were available for today, so no samples were taken. 

 

The next Fishery Update can be expected on Sunday, March 18, after the next scheduled aerial survey. 

The department will place the fishery on two-hour notice and schedule a pre-fishery organizational 

meeting once test sampling indicates increasing roe maturity.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News releases web site: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=cfnews.main. 
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